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MINUTES of 
LICENSING COMMITTEE  
25 MARCH 2025  

 
PRESENT 
 

Chairperson Councillor M F L Durham, CC 

Councillors M G Bassenger, L J Haywood, A M Lay, N D Spenceley, 
J C Stilts and M E Thompson 

610. CHAIRPERSON'S NOTICES  

 
The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting and went through some general 
housekeeping arrangements for the meeting. 
 

611. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S J Burwood, S J N Morgan and 
E L Stephens. 
 

612. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 16 July 2024 be 
approved and confirmed. 
 

613. DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST  

 
There were none. 
 

614. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

 
There was none. 
 

615. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS  

 
RESOLVED that under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the public 
be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it 
involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3 of Part 1 
of Schedule 12A to the Act, and that this satisfies the public interest test. 
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616. HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE POLICY REVIEW  

 
The Committee considered the report of the Deputy Chief Executive presenting a 
proposal to remove an element from the Council’s Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
Policy. 
 
It was noted that in January 2024 the Licensing Team received a request from a local 
taxi operator to remove a specific element from part of the Council’s Hackney Carriage 
and Private Hire Policy. A copy of the request was attached as Appendix A to the 
report. 
 
Following a presentation of the report by the Licensing Lead Officer and in response to 
questions raised, he advised Members of other authorities in the local area that had 
removed the element in question from their Licensing Policy. It was confirmed that no 
other representation had been received from other taxi firms within the District. 
 
Councillor J C Stilts proposed that the Committee accept Option 2 as set out in the 
report. This was duly seconded and agreed. It was further proposed and agreed that 
the mandatory one-year wait for those who had previously failed the removed element 
be removed from the Council’s Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Policy. 
 
RESOLVED that the element referred to in the report be removed from the Council’s 
Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Policy along with the mandatory one-year wait for 
those who had previously failed the removed element. 
 
 

There being no other items of business the Chairperson closed the meeting at 10.50 am. 
 
 
 

M F L DURHAM, CC 
CHAIRPERSON 


